Places to Eat:

There are 25 clothing and accessories shops on Lygon Street. This may seem like a lot. But there are 77 places to eat. Not counting the four ice-cream/gelati places. All kinds of cooking can be found there: Malaysian, Vietnamese, Thai, Chinese, Japanese, Indian, Nepalese, Modern Australian, and of course Italian. A basic rule for choosing is to avoid places that have someone outside looking for business. There are a large number of such places particularly between Queensberry and Grattan Streets. The best restaurant (two Age hats) is Vue de Monde (8). The chef was recently featured in Vogue Entertaining (June/July issue). Other one Age hat restaurants in the Area are the famous Abla’s (1) for Lebanese cooking, and Toofey’s (5) for fish. Other good restaurants include Jimmy Watson’s (4) and Mrs Jones (2). The Age also recently  declared Balzari (12) as ‘quite possibly the best thing to happen to Lygon St’. Good (usually cheaper) Italian food can also be had at Brunnetti’s  (6), Donnini’s (10), and although I haven’t been there for a while the Universita (9). Brunneti’s is also famous for coffee and pastry (see the 6 page feature in May’s Gourmet Traveller) but you can also get good coffee at Tiamo’s (15) or the classic Lygon allnight haunt, Notturno’s (16). A famous vegetarian restauant, Shakahari (7) is also in the area. For the younger bar-seekers, there is the Carlton Yacht Club (11), while the nearest pubs are the Lincoln Hotel (13) which also features in the Age Good Food Guide, and the John Curtin (14) which now caters more to RMIT students than unionists. (The famous Trades Hall is just down from the Downtowner.)

Shopping: 

Bookshops include Readings and Borders. There are (as mentioned previously) plenty of clothing shops in Lygon street. My wife thinks Digby’s or Fellini are best but I never see the bills. There are also (I am told) very classy shoe shops. Three blocks south on Lygon/Russell street is the new Queen Victoria centre which is architecturally very different and contains a large number of new shops, restaurants, and a pub brewery. The old Daimaru-Melbourne Central shopping precinct is being rebuilt and is partly open. The city is the city, but the laneways between Flinders Street and Bourke Street have become enlivened to be a core of Melbourne life. To go to South Yarra / Chapel Street shops catch a No 8 Toorak tram in Swanston Street. The Bridge Road Richmond shops are not as good as they used to be but to get there take any tram down Swanston Street to Flinders Street and catch a No. 75 East Burwood or a No. 48 North Balwyn. To get to St Kilda, (for more restaurants than shops) take a No 16 tram, cunningly labelled ‘St Kilda.’

Culture:

The Carlton Gardens, containing both the Exhibition Buildings and the Museum (a bipolar conjunction of architectural style that defies labelling) is only two blocks to the east. The Queen Victoria Market is about five blocks away (Down Lygon and west along Victoria street) and is open Friday, Saturday and Sunday (and Thursday morning but you will be too busy registering). The State Library (corner Swanston & Latrobe Streets) has recently had the Great Reading room refurbished. At the other of Swanston St (just through the city – take any tram down Swanston Street)  is Federation Square with good restaurants and galleries (NGV Australia) while just beyond (across the river) is the Arts centre (including the recently refurbished NGV European collection) and Southgate (for more shops and restaurants).

Public Transport:

Tickets can be used on any tram, train, or bus. You only need to purchase a zone 1 ticket unless you are visiting your aunty in Box Hill or more distant suburbs. There are two kinds of ticket you should be interested in. 

Two hour: You can use the ticket as often as you like within the ‘two-hour’ period (which is not exactly two hours) as the ticket expires two hours from the next full hour after the first validation. For example - a ticket validated at 9.05 am will expire at 12.00 noon and a ticket validated at 8.55 am will expire at 11.00 am. Tickets first validated after 6.00 pm are valid until the end of services for that day. Two hour Zone 1 tickets cost $3.

All day: This ticket costs $5.80

You can purchase tickets from coin-only machines on trams, drivers on buses, machines or windows at railways stations, or at ‘selected retail outlets’. The nearest of these to the Downtowner are about a block north on Lygon Street:

Lygon Authorised Newsagency 
Seven Eleven Carlton 1140A
260 Lygon Street
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